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ITSF Rule Differences from Bonzini™ U.S.A. Rules 
 

• Loser of the point receives the next serve. 
• The serve must start on the middle-man of the 5-bar. 
• Upon being asked “Ready” the opposing team has 3-seconds to respond or 

a delay of game charge is accessed. 
• Dead ball between the 5-bar and 3-bar goes to the end’s goalie. 
• A ball hit off the table is returned to the goalie of the team that did not 

force the ball off the table. 
• Air ball shots are illegal. 
• 3rd time-out called in 1 game is lose of possession                                         

4th time-out is a Technical Foul. 
• 90 second grace period between games. 
• Roll over shot is deemed legal. 
• Final game of a match must be a win by 2 goals, up to 8 goals. 
• Practicing is allowed between games. 
• When passing, the ball cannot strike the wall more than 2 times before 

passing or shooting, unless the ball is moving forward during the shot or 
pass on the 3rd attempt. 

• 1-man motion passes are illegal.   During the passing attempt, the ball 
must not come into contact with either the toe or heel in an attempt to 
alter the natural traveling speed of the ball until the pass is executed. 

• You cannot lubricate the inner rod.  If you deem this necessary, consult the 
Tournament Director for lubricant application. 

 
Rule changes are always a highly discussed topic.  In an attempt by the United 
States  Table-Soccer Federation and the International Table-Soccer Federation 
to offer players from different countries and those that compete on different 
tables a common set of rules, we will enter a trial period for all of our 
designated I.T.S.F. events.  Bonzini™ U.S.A. applied for I.T.S.F. sanctioning to 
introduce our player base to the World and award our players with I.T.S.F. 
ranking points.  I am confident, by working together, we will use this period 
for a fair evaluation of these rules and the potential benefits they may bring to 
our players organization. 
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